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Currounled by equipment of the Washing¬ 
ton me Ha, Tnyo Reporter Benett Kessler 
covers FRA speech near Capitol's steps. 
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-A GOP "MISUNDERSTANDING 

THE BAKERSFIELD CHOICE 

A NOVEMBER LOSS COULD 
COST THE GOP TWO SEATS 


W: 


NEWS BRIEFS 


ITH A PARTY "MISUNDER- 
standing"out of the way, 
V V lino's Republicans last 
week began lining up - albeit with less than 
galloping enthusiasm - behind their congress- 


GONE LIKE THE PTERODACTYL 

THE TECOPA PUPFISH IS KAPUT; THE VAL¬ 
LEY WATER ISSUE IS EXAMINED; COUNTY 
"GROWTH" IS QUESTIONED; AND 5 STAY "DRY" 

UPKKME COURT RULINGS TO ASSURE HIS SURVIV- 
al notwithstanding, at least one variety of 
the controversial Pupfish has been destroy¬ 
ed . Gone the way of the di nosaur and pterodac¬ 
tyl is the tecopa pupfish, one of several var¬ 
ieties of pupfish in the Death Valley area* 

His demise, discovered in recent weeks 
by a University of Nevada graduate's futile 
search, was duly recorded on national televis¬ 
ion* "They became extinct," says Phil lister 
of the California Eish & Game Department, "be¬ 
cause their habitat was disturbed by bathing 
areas and game fish." ^hey had been around for 
a few million years but the problem occurred 
"before we were on top of the endangered spe¬ 
cies progmm. Still surviving, but still crit¬ 
ically endangered, are about six other variet¬ 
ies of the pupfish which in recent years be¬ 
came the focal issue of a hotly-contested en¬ 
vironmental case that went to the United States 
Supreme Court-* The court ruled that nearby 
groundwater pumping must cease to save the hab¬ 
itat of the "Devil's Hole Pupfish," 

SHE'S A DEMOCRAT, but according to some of her 
more conservative friends and supporters, "she 
doesn't think like a Democrat." That's the i- 
mage of 3'2-year-old Betty Deutsch of Ridge- 
(NEWS BRIEFS continue on 9) 


ional candidate. Bill Thomas, the state assem¬ 
blyman who won out over the Inyo OOP's prefer- 



INYO'S MIKE INGALLS AND CANDIDATE THOMAS 

At Bakersfield, Inyo's man mas outmaneuvered 
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---•CONTESTED ELFCTIOf 

GLIDDEN ANSWERS JACOBSON LAWSUIT OVER TIE VOTE 

FOUR SUPPORTERS WERE REQUIRED TO VOTE IN ANOTHER PRECINCT. RESULTING IN THE TIE, HE SAYS 


IjlOUR VOTES INTENDED FOR HIM, but deni ed at a 
H District 3 poll, more than enough to break 
that district's sup rvisorial tie, mil put 
him and not Moe Jacobson in the race against 
Incumbent Wilma Muth in November, says Candid¬ 
ate Roger Glidden, replying to Jacobson's suit. 

In his superior court response, Glidden 
listed the names of four persons he claims were 
turned away from a third district polling place 
and required to vote in the first district. He 
filed the cross-suit on Monday, answering to 
Jacobson's previously-filed suit which asked 
the court to name him, Jacobson, as the candid¬ 
ate to oppose Incumbent Muth in November,, Jac¬ 
obson had based his suit on what he considered 
as a single vote - by Deryl McNulty of the In¬ 
yo fourth district, who voted in the third - 
illegally or improperly cast. But Glidden coun¬ 
ters that Jacobson failed to show an "illegali¬ 
ty or impropriety" - and lists the four he dis¬ 
covered. 

The June 6 primary election, later can¬ 
vassed and given an official okay, showed Jac¬ 
obson and Qlidden tied at 375 votes each, and 
Muth, 5U1. Unless the tie is broken, the two 
challengers, under California law, will have to 
remain on the November ballot, a fact which may 
give Muth a clear edge since only a plurality 
is required to win. 

Glidden said his four supporters were 
committed to voting for him and that if they 
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GLIDDEN JACOBSON MUTH 


...the smiles of June ; the battles of July... 

had been allowed to vote in their rightful pre¬ 
cinct, he would have had sufficient ballots to 
run alone against Muth. He listed their names 
as Jogy M. Payne, Cynthia Jean Roger, Donald 
James Roger and Ruby N. LeFevre, all residents 
of the third district who were told to vote in 
the first district. 

As for his own court action, Jacobson 
commented that "It is in everyone's best inter¬ 
est to resolve the three-way run-off so that 
two can run." Both the candidates have flatly 
declined to drop out of the race to lend sup¬ 
port to the other against Muth. 

The court has as yet set no date for 
hearing the suit. 

Muth volunteered no comment on the case. 


REPUBLICANS, Continued 

red candidate, Keith Bright. Thomas beat Bright 
in a special four-county central committee ses¬ 
sion at Bakersfield, and the defeat left some 
Inyo Republicans smarting under the knowledge 
that, once again, Inyo's hopes for an "eastern" 
Sierra candidate had been dashed by behind-the- 
scenes maneuvering of a far better organized 
GOP operation west of the mountains. 

* The selection also raised some concern 
among GOP-watchers who see in Tho mas 1 nominat- 
ion a risk of losing not only a 
congressional seat, but also the 
nominee's seat in the state ass¬ 
embly. Thomas - predictably - ex-j 
pressed confidence in his ability) 
to defeat the Democratic candid¬ 
ate, Bob Sogge, in November; ap¬ 
parently, his confidence was con¬ 
vincing at the central committee 
convention at Bakersfield. "We 
were competing all the way," said 
Inyo Committee Chairman Mike In¬ 
galls. "We kept getting promises 
of blocks of votes, but they never came." The 
Bakersfield vote-maneuvering went into a sev¬ 
enth ballot, and Thomas took the nomination af¬ 
ter a group headed by another candidate failed 
to deliver its votes for Bright. 

Meanwhile, other differences arose that 
most of the county's Republicans refuse to dis¬ 
cuss; the issue, or "misunderstanding," center¬ 
ed around another GOP candidate, Bill Snyder of 
Alshop, who seeks election to the state senate. 

A usually-reliable news source who dec¬ 
lined to be quoted, told a reporter that "there 
had been some talk that Thomas had offered some 
campaign money to Snyder in return for the sup¬ 



port of the Inyo delegation." But Snyder was 
contacted at Bakersfield to verify or deny the 
report and he claimed there was "no deal made," 
that Thomas "was not in position to do anythin] 
like that anyway." 

Thomas was unavailable for comment, but 
an administrative assistant, David Gray, told 
the news service that "There are no wounds. 
Inyo did have a favorite son candidate and 
there was some misinformation about Bill, but 
that's all cleared up." Was it? Gray, and oth¬ 
er GOP officials, adamantly refused to elabor¬ 
ate on the "misunderstanding." 

Inyo's Mike Ingalls said, "Since it's al 
cleared up, I'd rather not say what the probler 
was." 

Ait there were other intra-party diffi¬ 
culties. Snyder may have support of the four 
counties' Republicans, but Snyder sees it this 
way: "The ^nyo delegation was so strong for 
Keith that this didn't help me," he said. "It 
would have been of more benefit if they had 
gone to Thomas after the first ballot. But as 
much as I want to be state senator, I can't 
blackmail our people. I hope to get the Repub¬ 
lican party support anyway." He and his fami¬ 
ly were delegates to the Bakersfield convent¬ 
ion. "The central committee is behind Bill now 
and there are no wounds now that some mis-in- 
formation among the Inyo delegates has been 
cleared up." 

Republican politics being what they are 
- a straw-grasping "out" party trying once ag¬ 
ain to be "in" - such problems were predictab¬ 
le, if not necessary. And what will be Thomas' 
late-starting campaign strategy? To start with, 
Thomas will have $20,000 "for a media campaign 
at Bakersfield." He will be in Bishop Saturday. 

















»» NOTES FROM S.K.««« 

TALKED THE OTHER DAT TO ABC 's 
Bill Evans of Sacramento, here 
in the valley to film a feature 
on the Sierra Golden Trout area. 

Evans also took notes and tele- 
pis: of several valley towns for 
Ms daily TV show, "On The Map 0 " 

Getting publicity for the Owens 
Valley should be neither diffi¬ 
cult nor costly. Tliis week we're 
busily pushing Channel 2's Ralph 
Story to give a play on the mule 
races; CBS is interested, 

IF YOU HAVE THE TIME, THE INCLINATION, or the 
money, you might go 3000 miles to WasMngton 
and dine at Gusti's sidewalk restaurant near 
the Capital Hilton. Gusti's also serves you 
"off-sidewalk" in "The Grotto," quieter and aw¬ 
ay from the gaping crowds of tourists. George¬ 
town lias the best food, but, again, the summer 
tourists are standing, or wandering aimlessly, 
elbow-to-clbow there, along with the pompous 
bureaucrats who, until they hit WasMngton, ne¬ 
ver got away from home or school, ^hey act like 
it, too, 

A HEW VERY PLEASANT PERSON IN TOWN: He's a pro¬ 
fessional cop of 10 years' experience, now on 
the sheriff's department duty roster: Deputy 
Chuck Hazolton, soft-spoken, confident, with 
a practiced know-how in dealing with the public. 
His family will join Mm soon. They're from 0- 
range County, 

iHKfr 

AND ANOTHER VPP: He's PMl Pister of the Fish & 
Game Dept, Re's been burned by the press (that 
little problem over on the Kern River), but, 
unlike most huffy officialdom, takes it all 
philosophically, A keen political and social 
sense in many areas. For fun, he collects Ron¬ 
ald Reagan satire and digs the S.F. Chronicle ’r 
A rt Hoppe, A friendly news source, lister has 
a tendency to "tell it like it is 0 " 

•SHHfr 

HE STILL GETS MAIL ADDRESSED ONLY TO "1,®. MUS- 
ic, Bishop," ^e's an old-timer who played as 
a sideman with Rote Daley, and with Rod Nich¬ 
ols (and the Five Fonrd.es), and with Jack Tea¬ 
garden, He retired here more than 20 years ago, 
if you can call forming a commuMty band and 
toaeMng,a "retirement," and now he's really 
back at work. He is, as you may already have 
guessed, Al Winter, A1 is doing a solo gig on 
the baby grand Steinway at the KMght Manor 
Tennis and Swimming (or is it swimming and ten- 
Ms?) Club at Big Pine. He no n't be runMng out 
of music, since he knows sometMng over 3000 
pop numbers dating from the '30's and beyond, 
to today's pop. rt o's holding Ms own well., but 
a bass accompaMment (A real bass, not a guit¬ 
ar bass) would help, Al has been defiMtoly and 
enthusiastically re-discovered by the local 
dining crowd. ("The Club" is not a place where 
you'll find the yahoos dancing with their cow¬ 
boy hats on.) 

■58t* 

TELL, OKAY, LET'S SAY SOMETHING NICE ABOUT CAL- 
trans, wMch deserves it, if for nothing more 
than the new Coso Junction highway rest stop. 
Tell designed and landscaped, it's a welcome 
oasis by the four-lane north of Little Lake. 

The new green-space turns up just when you may 
bo thinking you can't handle another hot mile 
ori the L,A,-Inyo trip. Thanks, Caltrans, 
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THE CIERGY AT WORK IN THE FIELD: Vicar Glynn 
Harper, one of our favorite men-of-the-cloth, 
has taken off for Sequoia Kings with "sr gang of 
area youngsters - Rth-to-6th graders - to join 
with a church camp group there. To this vent¬ 
ure (and others) the vicar donates much of Ms 
personal time, 

b&St 

SOIL, AID NOT IN ESCROW: The beautiful Hidden 
Valley property in the Alabama Hills west of 
Rone Mne 0 For years it was maintained as the 
home of the Willard family, and was a virtual 
Mecca for hundreds of people who knew and lov¬ 
ed "Mrs, Willard," the last of the line. The 
property - with its groves of trees - now goes 
to a young couple, the Charles Youngs, and a 
friend; reportedly the arty type, Mrs, Willard 
had sold the property to long-time Hidden Val¬ 
ley Caretaker Howard Mitchell, who is passing 
it along nowo 

IN SPITE OF THE SALE OF HIDDEN VALLEY, Tom 
Newell says he hasn't changed Ms plans (Aug, 

3>) to be married there. 

IF YOU'RE IN-TO ART (ISN'T EVERYONE?), it's 
worth a visit to the L,A. Art Museum when you 
are in L,A,, to see the Rosa Bonheur collect¬ 
ion. Exquisite renderings of aMmals, lands¬ 
capes, birds, done in the 19th century:class¬ 
ic style. 

RECENTLY DINING-AND-DANCING: The (Judge) Don 
Chapmans; John Homier and Ms bride—to—be; 

The Whistler Kurds (He's the High Sierra Cons¬ 
truction Co. man); and Tom and Pauline Allis¬ 
on. 

STRANGE COMBINATION OF SCULFUL-SSNSITIVITY and 
Marine Corps gung-ho: Guitarist-composer James 
W. Willy, a Marine sergeant, who comes up to 
Tnyo on weekends to play for friends Ms del¬ 
icate and stirring folk songs, and to visit 
Qi.rl-fri.end Kimberly Cowdrey. Want to hear Mm? 
Ask around, in Big Fine and Bishop. 

IS INYO COUNTY SUFFICIENTLY OUT-OF-TIHS-.70RLD? 
Producer Richard Wells (NBC Landsburg product¬ 
ions, now with KCET-TV, Ch. 28) did an Tn 
Search Of.. show here last year, and is now 
sizing up Inyo's terrain for "moonscapes," etc., 
for a new series dealing with the evolution of 
life. When he called, he said he'd be dropping 
in soon for a fly-over valley trip. Anybody 
out there got any suggestions beyond Owens Dry 
Lake and the lava beds? The location needs to 
be convincingly "spacey." 

E.R.A., OR MAYBE WE SHOULD SAY E.R.B, (EQUAL 
Fights Basketball) has come to Inyo County, 

Tom Nowell (see above) allows as to how Ms 
summer basketball program for kids will now 
admit girls. And so-o-o.... "swell's annual 
youth basketball camp will feature an all-Am¬ 
erican fem basketballer, Maggie Nelson (Stan¬ 
ford U.), along with Carol Chandler, (UC Berk¬ 
ley), starting on the 2lpth; boys, July 31» 
Newell's brother, Pete (coach at Santa Cruz 
Hi), and his father, Pete, Sr. (director of 
player personnel for the Golden State Warriors) 
and some other top names, will be around to 
help. Tuition for Inyo youngsters is $30, but 
this is a non-profit program and if any kids 
can't afford the bucks, Tom will "work out 
something." Applications at Country Kitchen, 

- - (See B.K.'S NOTES, Page U) 
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B.K.'S NOTES, Continued 

Austin’s General Store, and Lloyd’s of Lone 
Fine* Converse Tennis Shoes has done its part: 
100 pairs for the lads. It all goes down (or 
up) at the Lone Pine hi gym* Any subscriber 
out there want to help Eastern Sierra News in 
sponsoring a kid? Give us a call, 

IT’S INDEPENDENCE'S BEST SHOT: the Fourth of 
July fireworks display produced each year by 
the town fire volunteers* Remember, volunteer 
firemen are paid a small amount for every call 
they make, and the men at independence have 
been turning over their fire checks to present 
the annual display. Annual cost: about $2000. 
T his year, they went in the hole a little less 
than usual: $63. They’ll be getting a check 
from us, and maybe the people here in town 
would like to help a little, too; no reason for 
those guys to have to foot the whole bill; they 
really earn their dollars (see Page 7), and 
maybe all of us could help. 

GETTING A NEW PRINTING PROC -SS IS NO EASY I.IAT- 
ter* If you like our new look, it's due mostly 
to Gary Hampton the Bishop Typewri ter man. The 
story is too long to tell, but we'd put in a 
plug for his kind of service anyday. Hint: Al¬ 
ways do business with the hometown folks. 


And may the news in your day, be good news, 
ery day... 


Sincerely 



7 


ev 



- 3-WHEEL WHATSIT—\ 


in 


IS IT A 
CAR, A BOAT, 
A BIKE - OR 
A FLYING WEDCT 
? 

This jazzy hy¬ 
brid, created and 
owned by Jim Tuck - 
er of Orange, caught 
the photographer's 
eye cruising Highway 
395 this past weekend: 

A Porsche engine mounted 
behind a fibreglass body 
il a motorcycle frame ; mag 
wheels; stereo and a light 
show synched to music. Profile 
than three fret off td'e 
road.; stability "better than a snorts oar' 
says Tucker who put more than 910,000 in 
his creation. Registration: 'Vo+orcye\c> 




(Advertisement) 


"We do not measure our advancement in terms of the profits or the luxuries of a 
few. Our yardstick is the welfare of the many. We think in terms of the average man - 
how he lives, what he can buy, and the freedom he enjoys. These are the standards by 
which we measure our development." - TRUMAN. 


* * * * * 


There is an ever-growing number of whispers by people who ought to know that 
government, especially federal government, is getting too big for its britches. Even 
the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power's plump rump has nearly busted the seams 
of Inyo's faded blue denims with its water meters. It looks like it's time to start 
pitching the tea overboard! 

The monies used and gathered by the government have caused you as a wage earner 
to labor five months of the year to sustain the present bureaucracy. There is personal 
income tax, state tax, gas tax, property tax, other obvious taxes, plus the hidden tax¬ 
es passed on to you through many products and services you buy. Now, after you pay all 
these taxes, the government disperses it back to you through different bureaucratic 
groups which use part of that money for administration purposes, and then the money, 
your money, must be used in a manner and for a purpose prescribed by state or federal 
law. So, what this round-about-qivinn-the-tax-money-back-to-you bureaucratic hunnlinn 
means in plain English is: Less and less self-determination as states, counties, cit¬ 
ies, and as individuals. 

A remedy is to drastically reduce or.eliminate personal income taxation on the 
state or federal level which will destroy the bureaucratic nightmare leavinq states and 
smaller communities free to deal with their own priorities in their own way with the 
means available to them. In times of great national emergencies or unified movements, 
personal taxation may be justified to satisfy common goals. 

★ ★ ★ 


Community Service Award to Sierra Save Pharmacy. No bitter pills to sv/allow as 
far as prescription prices go. 

***** 


- EAGLE 


For more information about EAGLE, its beliefs, aims and goals, address enauiries 
to EAGLE, r '. n . Box 1778 1 Bishop, Calif. 93514. 

-(This space p‘a‘id for by EAGLE, a non-profit organization) 
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Vivitar 


ModelllS 
Electronic Flash, 
the economical 
alternative 

toFLIPFLASH 




Vivitar Model 118 Electronic Flash for Kodak Trimlite 
Camera Models 18, 28, 38, 608 and similar cameras that 
use FlipFlash bulb units. 

■/ Enough power for up to 150 beautiful flash pictures 
from just 2 inexpensive batteries. 

Actually pays for itself in savings over the new Flip- 
Flash bulb units after a few rolls of film. 

No fumbling! Easily attaches to your camera in sec¬ 
onds and locks in place. 

Small enough to fit in your pocket or purse when not 
in use. 

Vertical styling helps eliminate ugly red eyes in flash 
pictures. 


THIS WEEK ONLY 


$ 19 9 - 5 


Phillips Camera House 


186 No. MAIN 


BISHOP 


PHONI ( 714 ) 872 - 0 B 77 


This... 


deP epl 


dent 


vo 


0*111 






\9& 




means 

something 
important 
to you - and 
to me. 








JM' 




I don’t work for 
a company. 

I work for you. 




^ R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

.A PETE LARSON • Insurance 
agent ) 124 N - Main - Lone fine, California 

~ SERVES YOU FIRST S Phone 876*4105 

tz^s® 


Candlelight dining 
beside a cool 
mountain stream 
5:30 ~ 10 pm, 7 days 

Sunday 
champagne 
brunch (/ 

10 am ~ 2 fj" 


RESERVATIONS 
387-2370 


Live 

entertainment, 

weekends 




W 


v ~V 


3? 




r \ 


^Paradiiz ed^z&iauzant 

. On Lower Rock Creek 

15 miles North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 


i BOXED IN BY>, 

Tired of TV 
and the summer 


I / 


V 


U (Why not see a U 

Good show - tonight) 


DISNEY’S 

CAT FROM OUTER SPACE 

AND 

CHARLOTTE'S WEB ^ 

STARTS VFOVESr>AY 19 

BISHOP THEATRE 

PHONE 873*3575 - SHOWTIME 7 P.M. 
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WHERE WILL THE TAX MONEY G0?-i 


Bishop's $50,000 "Promotion" Bucks 


SHOULD TAX DOLLARS GO TO SUPPORT PRIVATE BUSINESS PROMOTION? A BISHOP COUNCILMAN COMES 
UNDER FIRE FOR WHAT HE CALLS HIS RESPONSE TO THE PASSAGE OF PROPOSITION 13; OUTVOTED 

F or about as long as anyone can practically remember, 

the bishop City Council hao been forking out increasing 
amounts of tax dollars (this year $50,000) to the Bish¬ 
op Chamber of Commerce, or, in effect, to the Bishop busi¬ 
ness comr.iuni.tyo The money would go toward "promoting" the 
Bishop tourist industry and the dollars it puts into tills 
of the local businessmen. The philosophical propriety of 
such use of tax money was never before seriously challeng¬ 
ed - until a few days ago whan one councilman, Peter Pear¬ 
son,flew not only into the face of standard procedure, but 
also into the big guns of nearly unanimous opposition. He 
thinks the peoples' tax dollars should not be used to ad¬ 
vertise the town's business houses. He offered a counter¬ 
proposal; For about 69 cents a day (about the same that a 
smoker lays out for cigarettes), each member—firm could 
pay into a promotion fund to provide the chamber with mon¬ 
ey from the ones who stand to profit most: the business 
community - not the taxpayers. Outvoted lj-1, Pearson has 
now begun a petition campaign to get his idea on the ball¬ 
ot as an initiative. "I'm taking this stand," says the ob¬ 
durate councilman, "because it has been indicated by the 
public through the passage of Proposition 13. There is a 
concern over the spending of tax dollars." Pearson would 
limit to $1,000 the amount a government entity could pay 
into non-government activities. Ho says he's getting a pos¬ 
itive public response to the idea, but that some other in¬ 
terests wore less supportive. "I've received threats about 
my job and other things," he said, but did not elaborate. 



COUNCILMAN PEARSON 
.concern over spending tare; 


NEWS-LETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Send me the NEWS-LETTER for the number 
of weeks checked below. I subscribe with 
the understanding that future cost cuts are 
retroactive and will be credited to my sub¬ 
scription if I subscribe now. 


□ 


50 Wks. 
$25 


n 25 Wks. 
$13 




2 Wks. 

$7 


j Payment enclosed j~~~| Please bill me 


Name 


Address 


City 


State 


"Zip 


real estate • 


• • 




Just plain good cookin’ 



CAFE= 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


WEEK'S BEST BUYS: 

1. INCOME OPPORTUNITY: Tri-plez at 
Independence. Large lot. Good 
owner-financing. 

2. 20 ACRES: Sage Flat Drive. Mob¬ 
ile home. Good well. Olancha 
area. 

3. INCOME BUY, LONE PINE: .4 money¬ 
maker. Call for details. 


QnMKn 

uppi n m Zl 


m 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


REALTOR* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
M LONE PINE REALTY 

- res. (714) 876-4442 


PAT ROBERTS/associate 

res. (714) 876-5864 


CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
bus. (714) 876-4121 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 
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SOARING TEMPERATURES, LEAKY GAS TANK AND A HOT ENGINE brought an abrupt and fiery end. to Tom 
Williams’ Tahoe vacation trip, on this remote stretch of Highway 395. Williams (in white suit, 
background) looked on helplessly as firemen, one of them in cool shorts, turned their hoses on 
the charred remains of Williams' car. Such auto fires are common in Inyo's summer desert heat. 


-EVEN LONDON COMES FIRST 


NO METEORITE FOR INYO 

WITH THE DEATH OF BILL KETCHUM, IT IS UNLIKELY INYO WILL GET ITS ’’ROCK" BACK; NOT EVEN A PART 


I F THE HOPES OF A FEW INTO PEOPLE TO RECOVER 
the "Inyo Meteorite" have been shattered, 

. - hoy are no more so than the rock itself, 
making a quick inquiry-stop at the Smithsonian 
Institute in Washington, a NEWS-LETTER report¬ 
er learned that the controversial object, at 
one time weighing some 300 pounds, has been 
fragmented and parts of it dispersed among mu¬ 
seums as far away as London. It had been the 
subject of e. recent local campaign by a number 


of people, including former Museum Director 
Henry Raub, who wanted it returned to Indepen¬ 
dence for display at the courthouse. It was 
turned over to the museum in 1921 after its 
discovery near Big Pine. The late Congressman 
William Ketchum had joined in the effort to re¬ 
turn it to its home county. 

The effort may have been futile in any 
casej The Smithsonian spokesman was rudely ada- 
manti "It belongs to the government." he said< 


fWOW 


THE FAIR 


/ 


/ 



ON SALE AT 
AT ALL OUTLETS: HOT CHILI-CHEESE LOAF 

VA Lb. $2.49 



ctpts 

DUTCH BAKERIES 



h\ 


LONE PINE, BISHOP 

UAUMOTH AND JUNE LAKE 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public d, 


issues. The editors will publish those considered time¬ 
ly and with viewpoints concisely stated. Most likely 
to be published are those of ZOO words or less. Letters or statements should 
be addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind their readers 
that publication of a letter does not in any way imply that the editors agree with its view. 



RENT PROFITEERING IN THE FACE 
OF JARVIS: ANOTHER COMPLAINT 


MORE ANGRY WORDS ON 
DVIP'S METER PROPOSAL 


Dear Editors* 

My congratulations to "A.B." of Indepen¬ 
dence on his/her stand on rent hikes (NEWS-LET¬ 
TER, July 3). 

I am one in Independence who had their 
rent raised# I was first notified three days 
after the election and Proposition 13's pass¬ 
age] The increase was subsequently delayed un¬ 
til September, but is over 20$. I'm not look¬ 
ing for a pay raise, so this means some fewer 
dollars for local trade* 

"A.B." used the term greed when applied 
to such people. Regardless of excuses given, I 
believe the term is appropriate. Certainly the 
timing was terrible. 

Perhaps one day I may have a landlord 
who thinks similarly to "A.B." 

Please withold my name - the landlord 
might raise the rent even more ] 

- A renter 
Independence 

(Editors’ note: The letter iwriter makes 
reference to another FORfT-f letter in which 
a writer who is a property owner cited an 
inexplicable tendency on the part of 3ome 
landlords to continue to increase rents in 
spite of Proposition 13 ’s tax relief that 
amounts in savings to many of several hun¬ 
dreds of dollars. The 'writer-landlord had 
promised his/her own tenants no increases 
for at least 18 months. The editors find 
themselves in agreement with both writers, 
and feel that such uncalled-for increases 
under the circumstances may'lead to legis¬ 
lation (as in Los Angeles) that would fur¬ 
ther impose government regulation of still 
another ’free enterprise" business. NEWS¬ 
LETTER will be happy to publish letters 

reporting other abuses.) 

* * * 

OVERTIME CALLED "THE FAT" IN 
GOVERNMENT SPENDING: A LETTER 

To the Inyo County News-Letters 

It is customary to borrow additional 
help/personnel from other branches or depart¬ 
ments to fill high-peak work needs rather than 
using overtime. Overtime pay should be frozen. 
This is part of the fat in government spending. 

In the Los Angeles Herald-Examiner of May 
28, 1978, it is written that the Examiner con¬ 
tacted Inyo County Assessor Jack Clay on a 
question regarding assessment rollback. Clay's 
reply was "I'm doubtful of the legality, doubt 
if it's constitutional and I don't feel it's 
proper." This taxpayer did not vote for Jack 
Clay in the recent election. I will not cast my 
vote for any candidate for public office who 
does not respect and uphold the intent and pur¬ 
poses of Proposition 13# This includes members 
of the board of supervisors. 

We need an opposing candidate when Jack 
Clay is up for re-election. 

- Pat McClendon 
Little Lake 


To the News-Letter: 

It IS beyond intelligent thought how the 
bureaucratic chiefdom of DWP would deem it nec¬ 
essary to impose and metering plan on the peo¬ 
ple of Oven's Valley. No matter what the reas¬ 
on for such a plan, there is no justification 
for a public entity 2^0 miles away to impose 
its will here. We are treated as children with 
no mind of our ownj it is time re answered the 
DWP "parent" telling them to get off our backs. 
We are old enough to manage our own affairs, 
and maybe even their water, and ours. It is bad 
enough that we are charged a liigh rate for con¬ 
sumption - but to have it parcelled out per me¬ 
tered unit is worse. N great imagination is 
necessary to tell us that rationing is in the 
future. 

Do the people of Owens Valley want DWP to 
manage their lives or have we finally managed 
to reach sufficient maturity to stand up for 
our rights and tell the L.A. chiefs we want to 
determine our own destiny? As a child matures 
and readies the age to break from parental rule, 
Owens Valley must do the same. Obviously there 
are some who do not feel as strong about meter¬ 
ing as others; some cling to the nest a little 
longer. However, our future must be seen clear¬ 
ly. Do we mile ourselves, or does DWP? I, for 
one, want to be my own person - not in the ego¬ 
tistical sense, but as one capable of making 
choices. Ovens Valley now has a choice: free 
will, or continued parental rule in areas of 
our lives that go far beyond the export of wat¬ 
er. Water metering is a focal point in that de¬ 
cision-making process. If wo accept metering, 
we accept the idea that DWP carries a big stick 
that we must bow to. Standing up and saying no 
to metering is a big step toward self-rule. And 
perhaps Ovens Valley mil have other opportun¬ 
ities to say no again - but time is running auto 

Many are afraid to say no; they need a 
push, and reinforcement. Let me help give you a 
push; if indeed there are three supervisors who 
lean toward metering they need to be educated, 
or thrown out of office. I suggest meanwliile 
that the people write letters, make phone calls, 
attend board meetings, sign petitions - and al¬ 
so vote for those who aren't afraid to say no 
to a greedy, self-righteous "parent" entity. 

Make them listen, like it or not, to what you 
have to say, if you've got the courage to say 
it. Apathy does not make for self-rule. A strong* 
and unified board of supervisors saying no car¬ 
ries a lot of weight in the decision to put 
meters on our lines. I for one want them unif¬ 
ied and representing THE PEOPLE who say NO to 
metering. 

- Jack Found 
Independence 

(Editors' note: It would appear that Reader 
Pcnnd is not alone in his view and that a 
broad majority of valley residents are o'wait¬ 
ing only the leadership necessary to defeat 
the meters - and a lot of other PVT outrages.) 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

crest who last week announced her entry into 
the 18th District congressional race as a 
write-in candidate. Her chief interest: im¬ 
provement of schools and their operations. 


IN OWENS VALLEY THIS WEEK, his card file and 
notebook loaded with notes, is Bill Kharl, 
the state research director in the governor's 
office of planning and research. Kharl, 31, 
has been given a Rockefeller Foundation study 
grant to take what he calls an "objective look!' 
at the Owens Valley water issue and its hist" 
ory, which he says has never been comprehens¬ 
ively covered. Of more than merely regional 
interest is the Owens Valley-Los Angeles con¬ 
troversy which "has been essential in water 
development in California and which has shap¬ 
ed California water law." Rased on his find¬ 
ings, Kharl has some grim predictions: "The 
present energy crisis is nothing compared to 
what the water problems of the Western United 
States will be in the next 10 years." Attempt¬ 
ing as best he can to bypass "prejudicial at¬ 
titudes," Kharl is trying to find out "what 
really did happen; what the valley was before 
Bos Angeles came in, and what Los Angeles re¬ 
ally did." The UCLA press will publish what¬ 
ever answers he gets to those questions. 


FOR MOST SOBER FOLK, the report is of ho-hum 
concern, but to five people in the program, 
a full month "dry" is a major milepost. That's 
the word from Bishop's "New Horizons" facil¬ 
ity which has been working effectively with 
a number of the county's alcoholics - and ex¬ 
panding its program into Done ^ine. Counsel¬ 
lors journey to the southern ^nyo community 
twice each week to deal with about eight prob- ! 
lem drinkers. If New Horizons' directors can 
cut through governmental red tape, their org¬ 
anization will begin its drinking driver pro¬ 
gram - an alternative to jail for drivers ar¬ 
rested for drunkenness. 


A COUNTY NEWSPAPERMAN who served on the rec¬ 
ent grand jury, says in effect that he saw 
things differently from the other jurors, and 
he issued a minority report that stood in 
stark contradiction to several points in the 
jury's own report. Examples: the county audi¬ 
tor-controller is not responsible for prob¬ 
lems concerning accounting procedures. That 
responsibility, says Keeler Columnist and Re¬ 
porter Paul F&yne, rests with the board of 
supervisors which denied the auditor needed 
personnel. Payne also denied the jury's accus¬ 
ations to the effect that members of the sup¬ 
ervisors' board violated state and county law 
in their dealings vri.th the Rnight development 
issue. ri e also added that the district attor¬ 
ney had not been remiss in his job as county 
counsel in that matter. In a further claim, 
"an attempt at character assassination" by 
the jury, Payne echoes the sentiments of his 
publisher-boss, Todd Watkins, who refused to 
publish the grand jury import for at least 
two weeks after it was released. But Payne 
says his "minority opinion" is not a condemn¬ 
ation of hie final grand jury report." 

THE PERENNIAL INYO QUESTION, "Just how much 
growth do the people want for their communi¬ 
ties ?," may wind up as a ballot question. 
Although a recent census afforded what most 


consider a reliable index to valley thinking 
(A large majority said they want "controlled" 
growth), the matter remains unresolved in 
the minds of a few attendants at a recent ses¬ 
sion of the Bishop Plan Advisory Committee. 
There was some observer-speculation that a few 
people (who want no growth at all) may have 
raised the question to beg the issue. A county 
supervisor was there, Bishop's Dick Engel, and 
he reportedly said there should be no public 
vote on planning issues because "the public 
wouldn't know enough about it to vote on it," 
or, as the news source said, "words to that ef¬ 
fect." A number of interested people are said 
to be looking further into the possibility of 
including the question of growth on the ballot, 
but others believe that the issue comes up too 
late for the November election. 


SO FAR, SEVEN OTHER ISSUES HAVE MADE IT on the 
ballot, and information on two of these is av¬ 
ailable in the county. The two: the so-called 
Briggs Initiative which provides for criminal 
charges against teachers who promote or dis¬ 
play homosexual activities, and another that 
is a get-tough-on-crime proposal. The latter 
would allow the death penalty, or life impris¬ 
onment, for a broader range of crimes. It also 
calls for more stringent penalties for second 
degree murder and puts limits on "early" par¬ 
ole. 


THE BISHOP OFFICE OF THE LATE CONGRESSMAN Bill 
Ketchum is closing down, and constituents hav¬ 
ing business with the office are directed to 
call a Bakersfield office, or the congressman's 
Washington office. And, at Washington, what 
will the caller find? "It's the same as before 
he died," says Aide Tracey Smith,""but Chiis 
Seeger (another aide) makes all the decisions." 
But there is a difference - beyond the vacuum 
of Ketchum's absence! "We are voteless; we're 
just staying with the congressman's policies." 

! Meanwhile, some district Republicans found in 
: the vacuum an opportunity to take a shot at 
California's Democratic administration; Kern 
County's central committee passed a resolution 
critical of Gov. Jerry Brown for failing to 
call a special election "whereby the candidate 
elected may take office immediately." Kern GOP 
Chairman Jim Henry said Brown's neglect was 
due to "obvious partisan political purposes." 


IT DEPENDS ON BISHOP'S PEHFOMANCE - whether 
! or not the rest of the state will be accorded 
a state sanction for mule racing and pari-mut- 
. uel betting. The current "mule races" amount 
to a pilot program based on a special legis¬ 
lative bill that may, or may not, become the 
standard for the state. And what are the fin¬ 
ancial prospects for Bishop's betting on the 
lop-eared racers? At 10 races per day, and an 
estimated $7000 down on each race, it looked 
like about $70,000 per day. No one could esti¬ 
mate the track profits. 


ALTHOUGH THEY PERSIST IN THE CLAIM THAT NOIAY* 
offs are planned, the supervisors have gone so 
far as to detail the "lay-off procedures" they 
will use should the need arise thanks to the 
passage of Proposition 13. The "procedures" 
place a lot of hire-fire power directly in the 
hands of the supervisors who claim ultimate 
say over who may be laid off, although they 
would hear "departmental recommendations." 
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KESSLER AND FEMINIST MARCHER 
''White is for tennis, " she had said, 
hut gave in to FRA friends ' denanis. 


More than 100,000 women from eve»y 
state coined the FRA ’March on Washing¬ 
ton. " In the throng, there more as an 
observer than a marcher, wa3 Inyo's sole 
representative. Career Newswoman Benett 
Kessler, her trip privately sponsored by 
Betty Denton, a civic activist and for¬ 
mer mayor of Bishop. There on the broad 
streets and parks of the nation’s capi- 
tol, Kessler photographed - and was her¬ 
self photographed - as the feminist ac¬ 
tion broke loose to spread over the ci¬ 
ty and into congressional offices. Ex¬ 
hausted, she retumei with the accompan¬ 
ying report for Inyo’s ERA proponents. 
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On Washington 's Const¬ 
itution Avenue, ERA march¬ 
ers move toward capitol and 
later go into congressional 
offices to lobby for their 
cause - an extension of the 
states' ratification dead¬ 
line. In the office of San 
Diego Congressman Van Deer- 
lin, they confront an aide , 
Alan Ciampotcero. ''I'm on 
the spot > " he complained, 
and remained non-committal 
in the face of threats of 
those who would work to op¬ 
pose his boss in future el¬ 
ections. Some march observ¬ 
er's thought each pressures 
might backfire on ERA goals. 


ERA'S LOUD DEMAND FOR MORE TIME 


"B.K." COVERS THE WASHINGTON MARCH 


THEIR MESSAGE WAS CLEAR: THE PROPONENTS OF THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT FOR WOMEN WILL NEED 
MORE TIME IF THEY ARE TO GET RATIFICATION; BUT THE MARCH MAY HAVE TURNED OFF SOME OFFICIALS 


N ON THAT THE SHOUTING'S OVER and the bann¬ 
ers are furled, the question of an Equal 
Rights Amendment ratification deadline ex- 
tension rests wi th the House 'Judiciary Commit- 
, tee. And at week's end it appeared that the 
, feminist proponents may - or my not - get the 
* time extension they want; if they do, it may 
well be in spite of, not because of, their re¬ 
cent "march on Washington." The word from the 
capitol, when Reporter Benott Kessler contac¬ 
ted congressional officials there a week aft¬ 
er the march, seemed to be that a number of 
legislators were put off by the show of fem¬ 
inist enthusiasm that oftentimes went beyond 
demonstrating - to threats. And the increas¬ 
ing voices - increasing in both number and 
intensity — of ERA opponents were also heard 
on Capitol Hillj Anti-ERA groups were making 
much of the ERA's lesbian and radical fact¬ 
ions which were noisily in evidence in the 


Washington demonstration. Many sympathizers, 
even those in congress, told Reporter K essler 
in Washington that even if the women marchers 
may be right in their demands, they were and 
remain right only "at the tops of their voic¬ 
es." And they offered another anti-ERA argum¬ 
ent: The amendment backers were given a lawful 
seven years to get the states to ratify the am¬ 
endment, and now they are asking for an extens¬ 
ion which clearly goes beyond the law; in short, 
as more than one congressional member or aide 
put it, the ERA people failed to convince the 
necessary number of state legislatures and now 
they want to "hold another election." 

More than 1*0 congressmen sit aboard the 
House Judiciary Committee to ponder the hist¬ 
orically unique demand. For the ERA people it 
looks like a long road ahead, one meandering 
far beyond a mere march up the capitol. steps. 

- * - *• (See ERA on Page 12) 
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ERA Continued 

Inyo's late Congressman Bill Ketchum had 
voted in favor of the original ERA proposal at 
Sacramento - when he was an assemblyman,. But 
he had strongly opposed any extension of ERA'S 
deadline. One of Ketchum'3 legislative assist¬ 
ants, Jim Moore, talked to the NEWS-LETTER re¬ 
porter when she was in Washington, and then a- 
gain a week after her return. Said Moore: "A 
number of compromises may be met behind closed 
doors before the committee introduces the fight 
on the floor." He referi’ed to the fact that ERA. 
is now in a position to be begging and demand¬ 
ing, having suffered unexpected difficulties 
in getting passage of the amendment. How many 
congressmen, including some members of the ju¬ 
diciary committee, feel that a nrmiber of revi— 
sions in the proposal must now be allowed,. 


BULLETIN 

Word from Washington, early Tuesday, in¬ 
dicated that the ERA extension "may" be giv¬ 
en, but for a shorter period than was asked. 


In warning, he cited the case of the far¬ 
mers ' recent march on Washington, and its fail¬ 
ure due in part to the fact they turned loose 
livestock to wander among many of the nation's 
historic shrines. A compromise is probable. 

The women's march offered no clear-cut 
abuses, but a high degree of emotionalism and 
the deliberate embarrassment of a number of of¬ 
ficials may have been less than the sugar need¬ 
ed to catch the flies of congress. 7/hat are 
chances of an ERA extension once the proposal 
gets out of committee - if in fact it does? 
Moore said "-‘-t's a long process,, Once through 
the house, the issue must go to another comm¬ 
ittee in the senate...and all this when the 
legislature wants to get out by September or 
October." 


E.R.A. AND INYO COUNTY 

Unlike their more outspoken counter¬ 
parts elsewhere, Inyo''s feminists tend to 
maintain a low profile, hut they are very 
much there, watching and listening . Upon her 


return to Inyo, Reporter Kessler was almost 
immediately contacted by an Independence 
women's group who'asked her to "stare" 
Washington experience , but only on the''con¬ 
dition that she withold my news reports on 
the meeting. Reluctantly, Reader agreed', and 
appeared for the talk only to find herself 
confronted and challenged on what the Inde¬ 
pendence women saw as her "soft" stand on 
the ERA movement: Kessler, asked: for her 
"personal" view, suggested that although a 
'movement'' may be in part necessary, it is 
more important that each woman center on 
'personal'' development, work and accomplish¬ 
ment "without all the screaming and emotion¬ 
alism." It was a view' disappointingly un¬ 
radical in the minds of the women present. 

"Organized" feminism exists in Inyo 
County for a few members of the League of 
Women Voters. The Leag'ue is "officially" on 
record in support of ERA. 

After the (non-League) meeting at In¬ 
dependence, one protesting feminist angrily 
announced that she wouldn't "cook her husb¬ 
and's dinner for two weeks." 

"And that, " said • Kessler later, "is 
the kind of emotionalism that may be a big 
part of the problem." 


AND STILL ANOTHER MARCH ON WASHINGTON 

Even as the last echoes of the women's 
march faded along the Potomac, congressional 
leaders were faced with yet another demonstra¬ 
tion - that of about 1^00 American Indians who 
arrived in Washington this past weekend, con¬ 
cluding their "Longest Walk." 

Somewhere in the crowd, a crowd reported¬ 
ly far less shrill than that of the feminists, 
were some Inyo Countians: Equal Kennedy of Bi sh¬ 
op and Delia and Nancy Medina of Independence,, 
The 3000-inilc San Francisco-to-7/ashington "walk 
was organized in February to call attention to 
the Indians' protest against several pending 
congressional bills, bills that would alter old 
treaties, abolish the reservation system and 
do away with certain land and water rights. 

A dance at Bishop celebrated the event. 
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